
FBMS General Music Syllabus    Elective Course – yearlong • Prerequisites: None 
Teacher: 
Ms. Sarah Corley 
Class Location:  
Choir Room - #603 
Contact Information: 
Frank Black Middle School 
1575 Chantilly Ln. 
Houston, TX 77018-4197 
Phone (713)613-2505 Fax (713)613-2533

Email: scorley@houstonisd.org 
Appointments with the Teacher: 
Email or call to schedule an appointment during my 
conference period or after school. 
My conference period is 3rd period (A days) and 5th 
period (B days). 
 

August 27, 2018 

 

Welcome Families to FBMS Music:  I believe every person has musical ability. While there are different levels of 
talent, students are expected to give their best effort. It is my goal to excite my students about music and to provide 
them with meaningful music instruction in a positive, supportive learning environment Please contact me, drop in, come 
to future performances, have conferences, and continue your interest in your child’s growth—musical and otherwise! I 
look forward to working with all of you this year!   
 
WHAT PARENTS AND GUARDIANS CAN DO TO HELP THEIR CHILD 

Listen to your adolescent sing and encourage him/her. 

Be supportive of any practicing. 

Encourage your tween/teen to come to me with any questions or to get help to improve. 

When available, log onto Grade Speed to check his/her assignments and progress. 

I. Course Description 
The purpose of all music courses in Houston ISD is to develop comprehensive musicianship with a focus of musical 
literacy. As music educators, we believe all students are musical by nature, and have tremendous potential to learn and 
enjoy music. While research shows that music helps students develop higher-order skills and increase desire to learn, 
our driving goal is to help students become more enlightened and truly alive through a balanced, comprehensive, and 
sequential program of study.     
 
The General Music program allows students to transfer prior knowledge and skills and to explore and develop their 
musicianship through various courses of study. These include but are not limited to studies based Keyboard, Guitar, 
Bucket Drumming, World Drumming, and the series Music, It’s Role and Importance in Our Lives.  
 
All 6th-12th General Music classes are elective curricular courses that meet during the school day. Grades 6-8 general 
music courses are yearlong courses. For grading purposes, all music students are required to produce and present 
quality work in one or more of the following formats: • Public performances • Visual displays such as poster boards and 
tri-folds • Audio and/or video recordings (CD, mp3, DVD) • Web-based presentations such as blogs and website content. 
 
 II. Course Objectives 
NATIONAL AND STATE STANDARDS:  1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.  2. Performing on 

instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.  3. Improvising melodies, variations, and 

accompaniments.  4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.  5. Reading and notating music.  6. 

Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.  7. Evaluating music and music performances.  8. Understanding 

relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts. 9. Understanding music in relation to 

history and culture. 
 

III. Grade Specific Expectations 
1. 50%  Daily Participation 

A. Materials (pencil, binders, notebook)  
B. Willingness to participate and to try. 

2. 20%  Quiz/Tests  
A. Playing 

B. Written 
C. Rehearsal and participation in 
required events (ex. school concerts, 
community performances). 

3. 20%  Projects 
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A. Theory/Composition  
B. History/Culture 
C. Film/Media 
D. Exhibition  

4. 10%  Homework/Classwork 
A. Written/Online 
B. Group/Independent 

 

IV.  Classroom Expectations • Be on time for class. • Be prepared for class. • Do not use cell phones or other 

unauthorized electronic devices (i.e. cameras, gaming systems) during class. • Observe classroom rules (given to 

students during the first week). 

Choir/Music Classroom Rules 
1. Be in your assigned seat with assigned materials when the bell rings. 

2. Use respectful language and conduct toward the director/teachers and classmates. 

3. Nothing in your mouth or out in the classroom except plain water. 

4. Stay in your assigned seat. 

5. Take care of the music, folders, and classroom furniture and equipment. 

 

Student Expectations 

1. I will demonstrate a respectful attitude. 
2. I will follow school rules, music classroom rules and the Houston ISD Code of Student Conduct.  
3. I will sing out and give my full effort in class. (This means I must focus, try, and work.) 
4. I will be courteous, friendly, and caring to my classmates. 
5. If I am not feeling well, it is my responsibility to tell Ms. Corley before class starts. I may need to see the nurse 

and go home. 
6. I will be present at any rehearsals, performances & concerts (if applicable) and represent my school aptly. 

 
Expectations for Ms. Corley 

1. Ms. Corley will provide a safe, enjoyable environment for making music and learning about singing and music. 
2. Ms. Corley will provide a wide variety of musical styles to perform and study. 
3. Ms. Corley will be a role model to lead you in ways to be successful. 
4. Ms. Corley will treat all students with respect and equality. 
5. Ms. Corley will assess our progress. 
6. Ms. Corley will provide after school rehearsals for students who need extra help. She will be at all performances. 

 

V.  Required Supplies • Composition Notebook • Pencil and eraser • Binder (1-1/2 inch) • Lined paper (loose leaf)  
 

VI. Attendance Policy • Students are responsible for making up any missed work. Student study groups will be 

established at the beginning of the semester to provide additional support.  Students who are not in their seats when 

the late bell rings - whether they are in or out of the classroom - will be marked TARDY. Students who arrive to class 

after the late bell has rung will be marked TARDY unless they have a pass from another teacher or administrator. Parents 

will be contacted if their child is excessively tardy (more than 3 times per nine weeks). 
 

VII.  At A Glance • Demonstrate ability to sing simple songs alone and in an ensemble • Sight-sing simple melodies and rhythms • 

Sight-sing a song on a classroom instrument • Identify the parts of classroom instruments and demonstrate procedures for handling 

them • Apply expressiveness in music performed including dynamics, tempo, articulations, etc. • Locate their own part and other parts 

in a 4-part vocal score • Demonstrate appropriate vocal technique when performing 3 and 4-part literature • Successfully perform in 

a concert setting • Move to music in a variety of styles and meters • Visually and aurally identify tonal and rhythmic patterns in simple 

songs and musical excerpts • Identify musical components of both and instrumental and vocal score• Aurally and visually analyze a 

listening example with regard to phrase, meter, and a variety of forms • Group notes and rests into measures in a variety of time 

signatures • Improvise extended passages on classroom instruments • Compose a song with I-IV-V-I harmony • Compare and contrast 

a variety of listening examples with regard to instrumentation, style, and cultural context • Demonstrate proper audience behavior • 

Recognize musical value in a variety of genres and justify personal preferences • Describe how to apply technology to process music 

• Locate opportunities for additional musical experiences in the school and community, and make intelligent choices about how they 

would like to include music in their lives in the immediate and distant future • Discuss the requirements for a career in music and 

complete appropriate research regarding a career in music . 


